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Mark Hall Academy
joins BMAT family
BMAT has been conﬁrmed as the new sponsor of
Mark Hall Academy, in Harlow.
Following Mark Hall’s most recent Ofsted
inspection in June 2020, the Regional Schools
Commissioner wrote to the existing trust,
Academy Transformation Trust (ATT), in the
summer to say she was considering asking
another trust to take over as sponsor.
BMAT was selected by the Regional Schools
Commissioner as the best-placed sponsor to
continue the improvement process at Mark Hall
Academy over the coming period.
Helena Mills CBE, BMAT CEO, said: “We are
excited and delighted to be welcoming Mark Hall
Academy into our Trust and look forward to
getting to know the students and staff, governors
and parents.
“It’s clear that Manjit Hazle has already made a
number of very positive improvements as the new
principal and we are keen for that work to
continue. We are delighted that she will be
continuing with us to lead Mark Hall and we will
be working closely with her to accelerate the
pace of change, so the academy delivers the
high-quality education local families deserve.
“Mark Hall will beneﬁt from the strengths and
capacity that being part of our local family of
secondary academies will bring.
“We will be working alongside the ATT team over
the coming months to ensure there is a smooth
and orderly transfer and, most importantly, that
students’ education is not disrupted in any way.
“We’re excited about the future ahead for Mark
Hall and have every conﬁdence the academy will
go from strength to strength.”

End of term 2017/2018

Welcome to 2021...
I wish you all a Happy New Year and, like the
rest of the world, I hope this year is going to
be a better one.
This version of Latitude, I am sure, will lift
your spirits because it is packed full of our
wonderful pupils.
This edition celebrates the many activities
our pupils have been engaged in during the
autumn term, including the ways we are
ensuring pupils continue to learn, even if
they have to self-isolate because of this
dreadful virus.

It is so pleasing to see that even in these
difficult times, schools are working hard to
ensure pupils have access to high quality
learning, but also enjoy lots of experiences to
broaden their horizons and become rounded
human beings.
We look forward to receiving news from the
Prime Minister that schools can reopen fully, so
we can provide our pupils with even more
exciting opportunities.
Helena Mills CBE
BMAT CEO

Hundreds of BMAT families receive food hampers
Essential food and Christmas goodies have been
distributed to 895 Free School Meal families across
BMAT’s Essex schools.
Thanks to £11,905 from the Essex Half-term Emergency
Fund, we have been able to put together Christmas
gift hampers for our most deprived families.
The hampers include essentials such as milk, cheese,
eggs and pasta, as well as some festive treats such as
mince pies and Christmas crackers.
Lucia Glynn, BMAT head of operations, said: “These
hampers will help those families who are experiencing
very difficult times as a result of the pandemic.
“We are really grateful for the kind donation which will
make a big difference to people at this time of year.”
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INVESTING IN OUR BUILDINGS…

Buildings developed to welcome more pupils

More than £2.5m of investment is being made in our buildings, to
bring ageing sites up to standard and to make way for extra pupils.
Despite Covid-19 resulting in many national restrictions, building
work has been able to continue at various BMAT schools.
Building work across the Trust includes –
• an expansion programme at Freshwaters Primary Academy,
costing £1,169,000. The work includes an expanded kitchen and
staff room, internal modiﬁcations in the main building, a new
MUGA and a new block with a hall, a practical classroom and
a library
• phase one of a two-part expansion programme at Forest Hall
School, costing £1,150,000 The work includes the creation of a new
science classroom, new textiles room, new staffroom and an
expanded kitchen. Work on phase two has begun, to create a new
changing room block and an expanded dining room
• new windows at Cooks Spinney Primary Academy, costing
£270,000, replacing life-expired windows and giving the school a
brand-new look, as well as reducing the carbon spend

• a new alarm system at Burnt Mill Academy, costing £205,000, to
ensure critical safety systems are up to modern standards
Lucia Glynn, head of operations, said: “This programme of works
enables us to take on extra pupils as our schools grow further in
popularity. It also ensures our buildings are ﬁt for today’s purpose,
giving both pupils and staff comfortable and appropriate places to
learn and to work.
“It is exciting to be in the position where our school buildings need to
expand to cope with demand.”

Computing suite gives education a boost
A new computing suite has been installed at
Little Parndon Primary Academy.
Until now, pupils from Little Parndon have
been taking their computing lessons
gathered around shared equipment in their
classroom.
The dedicated suite with new desktop
computers enables the school to offer the
computing curriculum – and more – inhouse.
Headteacher Mark Evans said: “We are
delighted with our new computers. We now
have state-of-the-art technology for children
to learn from.
“Our computing and e-safety lead Paige
Wakelin has created a really exciting,
engaging and challenging curriculum to run
alongside our new facilities. I believe

computing is such an important lesson for the
children to learn, especially in this modern
world. The facility will also enable us to
enhance other subjects as pupils will be able
to carry out research, produce PowerPoint
presentations and other documents to
support their learning. We will be able to
personalise children’s learning even further in
future. This is another way for us to engage
the variety of learners we have in school.
“This is a massively vital tool for our school. It
is a big development for us and takes us into
the digital age.”
Every week, pupils spend time in the
computing suite learning the subject.
The room has been set up in a formerly
underused classroom.

Teacher ﬁlms documentary of site visit

Literacy and numeracy support at home

An imaginative teacher is putting
together a documentary to ensure
students do not miss out on
educational visits during the
pandemic.
Chris Pilcher, classics teacher at Sir
Frederick Gibberd College is
preparing to produce a
documentary for his students
focusing on his own visit to Ancient
Roman sites.
Mr Pilcher, a former broadcast
journalist, said: “I am planning to visit the Ancient Roman sites
in Colchester and film some interactive documentary-style
content, which I will turn into a series of lessons for the children
back at school.
“It’s in response to the limitations of the coronavirus pandemic and
my efforts to try and still bring the real-life elements of intrigue
and excitement of school trips to a classroom.
“I plan to visit various historical sites in Colchester, including the
three temples, old chariot racing site and the Balkerne Gate. I will
be ﬁlmed exploring these various sites, while presenting and
teaching to the students who will watch everything back in the
classroom.”
The ﬁlmed content will be used for a whole-school assembly and
individual classics lessons.

Extra support usually offered to students in literacy and numeracy
at school is now being provided at home.
With Covid-19 restrictions meaning students at Epping St John’s
Church of England School are not able to use the Hive, a learning
room for those with special educational needs and disabilities
(SENd), new remote interventions have been set up.
The Hive has been developed to have a homely feel and is seen as
a safe place to study and share thoughts and feelings.
With that out of bounds, Hive at Home programme has been
launched.
Students with SENd have been given access to online learning
platforms Bedrock Vocabulary and Numeracy Workout, earning
reward points for taking part.
For those in Year 10 and 11, fortnightly online intervention sessions
are taking place after school to support their literacy to enable
them to access ﬁction and non-ﬁction texts.
Serife Horner, assistant headteacher-SENCo, said: “The blended
learning that students became accustomed to during lockdown is
now being utilised to support interventions and enrichment across
the school.
“We do not want Covid-19 standing in the way of the progress and
enrichment our students should experience.”

New headteacher praises community for support
A headteacher has praised her community as she settles into the new
leadership role during the pandemic.
Anna Myatt took on her ﬁrst primary school headship in September
at Roydon Primary Academy.
Having joined the school several months previously, Mrs Myatt was
able to start to get to know her pupils and their families before
taking the reins.
With Covid-19 continuing to force schools to adjust the way they work
to protect children and staff, headteachers are faced with daily
challenges and dilemmas.
Mrs Myatt, head of school, said: “I was fortunate enough to work with
our key worker children during the partial closure of school, but there
is nothing like having a full compliment of children in school. There
was so much excitement on the ﬁrst day of school; they were really
happy to be back.
“Everything we have done has had to be done virtually, including
meetings, assemblies and parents’ evenings. It has been very

different. It would have been great to have been able to get the
whole school together for assembly; I would have loved that. We are
looking forward to being able to do that in the future.
“As a brand-new head, it has been lovely to see that our parents are
very supportive of the school.”
Mrs Myatt has held several positions within BMAT schools since
joining Burnt Mill Academy as a newly qualiﬁed teacher in 2002.
She has since held
posts as head of
geography, head of
humanities and
assistant head at
Burnt Mill, before
moving to Forest
Hall School as
SENCo, associate
head and head
of school.

Providing a safe place to victims of domestic abuse
Forest Hall School is part of the J9 initiative, raising
awareness of domestic abuse and supporting victims.
The school’s welfare team took part in J9 training, an
initiative set up in memory of Janine Mundy who was
killed by her estranged husband in June 2003 while he
was on police bail.
The training session educated staff about early warning
signs and how to help support people who may be at risk of
domestic violence.
Following the training, Forest Hall displays a J9 sticker which subtly
signals there are staff on site who are specially trained and who will
offer a safe place and support if someone is suffering from domestic
violence.

Hannah Stuart, deputy safeguarding officer and part of the
welfare team, said: “The training informed us that we need
to look out for changes in behaviours, such as comments
from children about their parents being isolated or alone
and being humiliated or belittled by their partner.
“The training was very insightful and will allow me to work
with children who have witnessed this behaviour and
support their families.
“I think this is very important as children are the innocent victims of
domestic abuse. They may witness these behaviours and not know
how to deal with them. It’s important as a school we can identify
what is going on at home and help to provide appropriate support
to not only the child, but the parent, too.”

Young poets practise performance skills
Pupils in all year groups at Magna Carta
Primary Academy practised reciting and
performing poems to the rest of their
class.
The best two performers from each class –
based on how well rehearsed pupils were
and their actual performance - went on to
perform to the rest of the school during a
virtual assembly.
Deputy headteacher Teresa Avey, English
lead, said: “We wanted the children to be

involved in a project that could be
celebrated together in each class, as well
as the whole school. With the current
situation, we felt it was important to take
part in a collaborative event to maintain
the close school community.
“The children really enjoyed sharing their
own poems and seeing all the other
performances.”
Each winner was presented with a poetry
book.

Good attendance during lockdown praised
above that since returning in September. The national average is 94
per cent.
“That is due to our really good communication systems and is a sign of
how much trust our parents have in us to safeguard and look after their
children during this pandemic.

Pupils at Little Parndon Primary Academy continued to attend lessons
every day, despite a second wave of Coronavirus nationally.
Headteacher Mark Evans said constant communication between the
school and parents helped to reassure families.
He said: “Our attendance target is 97 per cent and we have been

“It is incredibly important for children to come to school. Those who
were not in school and did remote learning had been out of school
from March until September. That is a huge percentage of the young
ones’ lives. I am delighted at the number of children coming into school
regularly and that they are really happy.”
Since September, the school has put a focus on the wellbeing of
children. The wellbeing committee shares concerns with the head and
pupils are encouraged to place their concerns in a Worry Bag to enable
adults to support them.

Virtual careers opportunities available to STEM students
BMAT STEM Academy has put together a range of virtual careers
experiences for students.
The school – for students in Year 10 and above with an interest in
STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) subjects – is
working closely with its industry sponsors, including Princess
Alexandra Hospital, Gratnells, GlaxoSmithKline, Raytheon and
Pearson Education, who regularly provide students with insider
knowledge, work experience and career prospects.
Dave Ramsey, assistant headteacher, said: “We are working with
all of our sponsors and other companies to ensure we are still
holding talks and providing opportunities for our students to take
part in when visitors can’t physically come into school. We are
constantly looking for opportunities for students to interact with
our industry contacts, despite lockdown.”

Every Friday, students now take part in a project with the school’s
contacts, including engineering with Raytheon and programming
with Loxone, to ensure they are picking up the vital skills they need
for their GCSE and A-level courses.
Mikaela Pinnock, careers advisor, said: “While we cannot have
visitors into school, we are working in a smarter way to give our
students the same exposure to
careers and experiences as we
normally would, albeit virtually.
“They should not be
disadvantaged by Covid-19, so
we are ﬁnding different ways to
bring those opportunities to
them.”

Councillors start their term in office
Ten students at Sir Frederick Gibberd College were elected as
members of the school council in September after giving a speech
virtually to their peers.
Each academic year, students take part in an election as part of the
school’s British Values and character development programme.

So far, the councillors have led their classmates in a debate during
Parliament Week, debated key topics, co-hosted a workshop on how
parliament was formed and how the political system works today.
Amy Croucher, ADT teacher and school council lead, said:
“Emphasising the importance of democracy and their understanding
of the political system ensures they can make informative decisions
when they are the appropriate age to vote.
“The Gibberd councillors are extremely important; they are leaders
who are passionate about representing their peers and contributing
to their school community. We constantly remind our students to
make informed decisions and encourage them to voice these.
“At Sir Frederick Gibberd College, students know they have a voice
and that their voice matters. They know they can change the world if
only they stand up and raise their voice. And one day, they will!”

Let’s celebrate!
It may have been a year of difficulties, but a group of teenagers
were given the chance to celebrate their achievements.

that have happened over the past few months.

Year 10 students at Burnt Mill Academy attended a virtual
celebration assembly to acknowledge their progress, effort and
behaviour.

“I wanted to make sure Year 10 students still had a celebration
assembly this year. I couldn’t celebrate the wonderful year group as
I normally would, so decided to do it over the internet. That way,
students still had an end of year presentation to remember.”

Georgina Woods, head of Year 10, said: “Even though times have
changed, it is still important to celebrate all of the good things

Teachers awarded students across all subjects with certiﬁcates
and prizes.

Bringing numeracy
and literacy to life
Students with profound and multiple learning difficulties have been
putting their learning into everyday life.
The students who attend the Designated Resource Provision at Royal Docks
Academy learn maths and English in a functional way.
In maths, students enacted real-life situations where you need to count,
including counting balls in PE and apples in cookery.
In literacy, they read the story of Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs,
developing an understanding of the narrative so they can conﬁdently
name and sign the characters and key words, answer simple questions and
sequence the beginning or end of the story.

International art project connects with London’s history
London students took part in Rivers of the World, a project by the
British Council teaching through environmental, economic and
cultural themes.
Through the Thames Festival Trust, schools and artists from around
the world came together to create art about the rivers they love.
Year 10 Royal Docks Academy students took part in workshops and
engaged with artist Shona Watt over video call to look at the
importance of the tin foil industry into North Woolwich Road,
Silvertown, in 1910.
The factory concentrated
on metal foils which were
used to package tinned
fruit and vegetables.
Artist Shona used the
material of aluminium
foils to introduce
students to a metal
embossing technique.
Identifying fruits and

vegetables still packaged
in the same way, they drew
detailed textured studies
into the aluminium foils,
before cutting out the
shapes and lacquering
them with coloured
enamel paints.
The ﬁnished artwork, in the
form of ﬂag banners and
boards, was put on
exhibition outside the Tate
Modern in September and
will be exhibited in Sudan.
John O'Donnell, creative
arts faculty leader, said: “Out of adversity can come great
creativity. Frida Kahlo painted masterpieces while suffering from a
broken heart. Royal Docks students have embossed foils to light up
the Southbank while experiencing a pandemic”

Gamers take a virtual tour around school
Picking a secondary school was just as easy as
playing a favourite video game.
Year 5 and 6 pupils considering which
secondary school to move on to were able to
use their gaming skills to help with the process.
With Covid-19 restrictions meaning schools
could not hold the traditional open events to
entice prospective students to apply for a
position, alternative ways to advertise had to
be found.
At Epping St John’s Church of England School, Year 9 students
recreated the entire school layout within the popular Minecraft

game, enabling prospective students to walk
the corridors and get used to the school via the
online world.
Sahbi Benzid, deputy headteacher, said: “I am
really pleased with the outcome of the project.
We wanted an interactive and creative way of
touring our wonderful school. The team of Year 9
students did an amazing job. We even got a
message and retweet from the Official Minecraft
Twitter page, saying ‘this looks amazing’!”
Take the Minecraft tour at
https://www.eppingstjohnsschool.org/152/transition-to-esj

Industry sponsor supports STEM school
A business-focused school has teamed up with another industry
sponsor to offer students career opportunities in the world of
renewable energy.
BMAT STEM Academy provides students from Year 10 onwards with a
curriculum focused on STEM (science, technology, engineering and
maths) subjects.
The school has a host of industry sponsors – including Princess
Alexandra Hospital, Gratnells, GlaxoSmithKline, Raytheon and
Pearson Education – which provide students with insider knowledge,
work experience and career prospects.
Common Sense Energy, in Harlow, is the latest company to partner
with the school to develop future employees.
Allen Harris, director at Common Sense Energy, has signed up as a
professional partner – and donated solar panels to the site.

He said: “We decided to work with BMAT STEM
Academy because it is a young and developing
centre of excellence with the ﬂexibility to
harness new technologies. I believe the school
has the ability to make real change in this world.
“The young people in education today are more aware
of the planet and the problems facing it than any
generation before them. They are the ones who will lead the change
in our world.”
The school offers subjects such as engineering, computer science and
3D design, with a focus on preparing young people for the world of
work.
The new partnership will bring work experience, workshops, talks
and opportunities to reach out into the industry for students.

Young readers approve author’s books for publishing
A children’s author is turning to pupils in Roydon to approve her
books before publishing.
Pupils at Roydon Primary Academy get a ﬁrst glimpse of books by
Jennifer Killick before they go to print.
The author visited the school in 2018 to speak with pupils about her
ﬁrst book, Alex Sparrow and The Really Big Stink.
She has kept in touch with the school ever since, sending drafts of
her books to be read and reviewed by pupils before they are
ﬁnalised.
The author was welcomed back into the school via video link to
speak with Year 5 and 6 pupils about her latest book, Crater Lake.
Year 6 teacher and lead practitioner Matt Girvan said: “We have

kept in touch with Jennifer via Twitter since her ﬁrst visit. She even
included some of the children’s names and quotes in her third novel
in the Alex Sparrow series,
Zumbie Apocalypse.
“She regularly sends them signed postcards and posters for our
reading corners and even sends me proof copies of her books to read
to the children months before they’re published.
“The children absolutely loved the virtual visit from Jennifer.”
Jennifer said: “I loved it! I’m so grateful for the engagement I’ve had
with you and your class – it has meant so much.”

Keen young historians share their love of subject
Two Year 6 pupils at Cooks Spinney
Primary Academy enjoy history so
much, they were invited to teach a
lesson to their classmates.

questions the rest of the class asked.

Dawson and Holly planned and
delivered a whole lesson about the
spies during WW2.

“The children loved being taught by
Dawson and Holly and have already
asked if others could deliver lessons in
the future.

Jess Farrell, Year 6 teacher, said: “Their
knowledge was fascinating and the
children were engaged throughout.
They were able to answer any

“Dawson and Holly even planned an
activity involving secret messages and
lemon juice!

“It is so nice to see children passionate
about learning and wanting to share
their knowledge.”

Mental health champions navigate through pandemic emotion
A group of 17 teachers, co-educators, oneto-ones, learning mentors, office staff and
PE staff across Little Parndon Primary
Academy have undergone training to
become Mental Health Champions.
They completed modules on looking after
your own mental health, building positive
relationships with parents, emotional
development and attachment theory and
learning strategies to support.
The training will give adults in all year
group bubbles the knowledge and
understanding of the impacts of mental
health on children.

Ann Linden, learning mentor, said: “Being
a Mental Health Champion will give staff
the skills to recognise children who may
need some extra support, children who
have difficulty regulating or
understanding their emotions and those
who are quieter than usual or louder than
usual.
“Some children may just need a chat,
some will be referred to the learning
mentor and some may need outside
agency help.
“The Champions are the first step to
speaking out.”

Children strive to keep school tidy
Environmentally aware children are working to earn their school an
accreditation from Keep Britain Tidy.
Eco-Schools, part of Keep Britain Tidy,
encourages children to drive change and
improve their environmental awareness by
taking on tasks to achieve the international
Eco-Schools Green Flag.
The initiative develops students’ skills, raises
environmental awareness, improves the school
environment and creates ﬁnancial savings for
schools. Students at Forest Hall School are
signing up to help their school to achieve the
badge to celebrate all they are doing to be greener.

Sarah Power, enrichment lead, has been on a training programme
to learn more about the award scheme. She
said: “We will be working on making sure we
are recycling correctly, appointing class
monitors and setting up a composting system
in our school garden.
“We want to make sure we are disposing
of our waste correctly, composting, saving
energy where possible, improving our
biodiversity on site and engaging with
global problems.
“We want to be as environmentally friendly as
possible; we feel very strongly about that.”

Learning to put a stop to bullying
Young people have been empowered to
help others who may be being bullied.
Pupils at Magna Carta Primary Academy
looked at identifying bullying during AntiBullying Week.
As part of the week, they donated £2 each
to take part in Odd Socks Day. The money
raised will be spent on more resources and
books to support the school’s anti-bullying
curriculum, as well as going towards a
friendship bench.
Headteacher Marios Solomonides said:

“We only have three rules at Magna Carta:
Be Safe, Be Kind and Work Hard. They are
in that order for a reason.
“Other than being safe and keeping others
safe, how we treat each other is more
important than how successful we are in
our learning.
“There could be bullying in any school and
in any workplace. At Magna Carta, we say
to our pupils and staff that if anyone hurts
them physically or emotionally, Several
Times On Purpose, they should Start Telling
Other People.”

School turns yellow for mental health
Epping St John’s Church of England School took
part in the Hello Yellow themed day, organised
by the Young Minds charity.
Students wore yellow and donated £1 to the
charity which is raising awareness of young
people’s mental health and the support
available to them.
They listened to an assembly on the
importance of good mental health and were
introduced to the pastoral support team, so
they know who to turn to when they need
support.
Sessions were also held to give students
strategies to cope with stress and anxiety, as well

as giving them revision techniques to try.
Sarah Viccars, assistant headteacher, said:
“Our whole day was organised based entirely
on student feedback – they wanted mental
health support, both personally and
academically, and they wanted to know where
they could get this within the school.
“Whether suffering or not, mental health is
discussed openly on social media and students
need to be able to understand, empathise and
support.
“Students reported feeling more confident in
tackling mental health issues and revising as a
result of the day.”

Police cadet spreads
Christmas cheer
Christopher Burling, a
member of the Essex
Police Cadets, took part
in the Harlow Police
Giving Tree initiative to
collect presents for young
people who may
otherwise go without.
The Year 9 student from
Burnt Mill Academy gave
a series of presentations
to the whole school and
staff, appealing for gifts
to donate to vulnerable
children. He spent three
days in the lead-up to
Christmas wrapping the
presents and delivering
them in his role as a
cadet.
Ciara Brosnan, head of Year 9, said: “Christopher has gone above
and beyond with this initiative, asking for donations and getting
his fellow students on board with providing gifts. It is wonderful to
hear that someone on their holidays is taking the time out of his
day to help others.
“This is a fantastic project. I’m very proud of Christopher and all the
hard work he has done for this and I’m delighted that Burnt Mill
Academy can be involved in bringing some much-needed
Christmas cheer to the community.”

Awarded for keeping children active in lockdown
Cooks Spinney Primary Academy has
been recognised for its efforts to
keep children active during
lockdown.

and jumping and then submitting
their scores.

The school has achieved the Active
Essex Certificate of Appreciation as
an Essex Activity Hero for
“outstanding contributions to your
community during 2020”.

PE teacher Monica Jordan said:
“The Rainbow Games’ core values of
determination, honesty and
accountability underpin the
importance of not just sporting
challenges, but the challenges we
face in everyday life.

Children took part in the Rainbow
Games, competing in various
challenges such as twisting, running

“We are so proud of our pupils and
happy to see them enjoying
themselves while keeping fit.”

Reading given own slot on timetable
Time is allotted in each school day for students at Sir Frederick
Gibberd College to focus on their reading.

class enjoys reading three sets of novels throughout the
academic year.”

Students discuss books, explore vocabulary and complete
word banks, as well as taking quizzes on the books they are
reading to assess their comprehension and to encourage
reading for pleasure.

The school also encourages students to enter local and
national writing competitions and provides recommended
reading lists, as well as providing a selection of free ebooks for
students to read.

Mizgin Koker, English teacher and reading lead, said: “We love
reading at Sir Frederick Gibberd College.

Students marked National Poetry Day by writing and performing
their own work in class. The winner from each class performed in
a virtual whole school assembly.

“We have a diverse reading curriculum and each reading

Praise for school preparing youngsters for skilled jobs
BMAT STEM Academy offers students in Year 10
and up the opportunity to study for careers in the
STEM (science, technology, engineering and
maths) industries.

He said: “It was wonderful to visit BMAT STEM
Academy. I really enjoyed speaking with students
and it was great to see high quality and engaging
teaching.

With close working relationships with sponsors
including including Princess Alexandra Hospital,
Gratnells, GlaxoSmithKline, Raytheon and
Pearson Education, the school acts as a steppingstone for young people wanting to enter careers in
these areas.

“I have long advocated the importance of STEM
subjects for providing students with skills they need
for the future.
“BMAT STEM Academy is preparing Harlow’s young
people for the skilled jobs of the future.”

Harlow MP Robert Halfon, chair of the Commons Education Select
Committee, visited the school to see how it has evolved since
opening two years ago and launching its sixth form in September.

• Visit https://linktr.ee/bmatstemacademy to view the prospectus,
apply for sixth form and take a virtual tour of the school. To book a
personal tour, contact head of school Dustin Schuyler at
schuylerd@bmatstem.org.uk

School beneﬁts from donations
from community
Parents and neighbours of Cooks Spinney
Primary Academy are supporting the school by
gifting items to be used to beneﬁt the children.
The school has received –
• seven computer monitors from Shadowfax Tech,
which will act as back-ups to ensure computing
lessons are not interrupted by technical issues
• 12 tablet devises from Shadowfax Tech
• two Parrot drones with docking stations. Pupils
will learn to programme and ﬂy the drones and
take aerial photos of the school and
community as part of their computing, history,
geography and maths lessons

• a donation of furniture from an office clearout,
including a boardroom table and chairs,
cupboards, sideboard for art room and a sofa
for the school’s reception
• hedgehog houses made and donated by a
former pupil for the school’s nature area
• a 15ft real Christmas tree donated by
Larkins Farm
Headteacher Neil Stirrat said: “Our parents and
community are always thinking of us. We have
not appealed for donations; this is just people
considering what might be of beneﬁt to us.
“We are very grateful for these donations.”

Second-hand school uniform shop launched
The Year 11 student executive team at Forest
Hall School organised a uniform shop for their
peers.
Parents were invited to donate used uniform in
good condition which was then washed,
photographed and advertised by the school to
sell on to other families.
The group would usually meet regularly to
discuss priorities and plan tasks, but
restrictions mean they cannot mix because of
their separate bubbles. Instead, they have met
virtually to come up with their ﬁrst projects of the school year.

Sarah Power, enrichment lead, said: “The team
are meeting online once a week to set out their
goals. They are teaming up with our PTA to set
up and run a uniform shop.
“Lots of families are struggling ﬁnancially, so
this will be one less stress for them. This work
also ties in with our mission to become as
environmentally friendly as possible.”
Parents can take second-hand uniform to the
school reception and can purchase via email or
social media. Money raised from the shop will
be used by the PTA to beneﬁt the school.

Traditional
nativity takes
on modern edge
Restrictions meant schools could not welcome parents
into school to watch children sing in the annual
performance this festive season.
Instead, pupils in Reception at Magna Carta Primary
Academy recorded their stage debut to send home to
their families safely.
They dressed in their costumes and ﬁlmed their
performance outside, where singing was allowed.
Melissa Roberts, Reception teacher, said: “We did not want
the children and families to miss out.
It is also a good way to teach the children the story of Jesus.
“We are so pleased to have come up with an alternative
solution, so the children and families do not miss out on
their very ﬁrst school nativity. We feel this is such a
special memory for them all to have and we are glad it
can still go ahead.
“This year has been a year for adapting.”

Young poets have work published in anthology
Poets from Epping St John’s Church of England School will have
their written work shared in the Young Writer’s poetry anthology,
Through Their Eyes 2020 – Speak Your Truth.
The five Year 8 and 9 students - Harry Blair, Izzy Lavery, Dylan
Woolfe, Daisy Cox and Lucy Adams - entered the Through Their
Eyes poetry competition.

Lucy Adams

Daisy Cox

Dylan Woolfe

Josie Theodorou, English and literacy co-ordinator, said:
“I am delighted that all five students are now published
authors! Their willingness to enrich their lives shone through
in their beautiful poems.”
More than 10,000 entries were considered for inclusion in
the book.

Izzy Lavery

Harry Blair

Learning the meaning behind the poppy
An art project was completed by students as they learnt
about Remembrance Day.
Year 7 students at Sir Frederick Gibberd College learnt
the signiﬁcance of different coloured poppies – red,
purple, white and black to symbolise those who lost their
lives. They created inclusive poppy wreaths to go on
display on their classroom doors to share the knowledge
with their peers.
Headteacher Dee Conlon said: “At Sir Frederick Gibberd
College, we always explain to our students why we do

what we do, so they understand and appreciate the
world around them.
“For Remembrance Day, we did this through our art lessons,
a whole school assembly and a two-minute silence.
“Our curriculum is designed so all our students, from Year
7 to Year 13, beneﬁt from cross-curricular links, so they
can leave us having grown into educated, responsible
and thoughtful young adults who have the skills and the
knowledge to be successful in their professional and
private lives.”

Police officers are looking younger these days!
Pupils at Little Parndon Primary Academy
took on the role of detective as they
investigated a murder.
As part of their studies into Macbeth, Year 6
took part in a CSI themed day, looking at
evidence to produce suspect profiles.
Teacher Paige Wakelin put her degree in
criminology and forensic investigation into
practise as the school launched the Little

Parndon Police Department.
She told pupils she had inspected the scene,
presenting fingerprints and other evidence to
them to be examined.
She said: “The children fully engulfed
themselves in becoming Little Parndon’s
Forensic Department, wore their CSI
identification badges with pride and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.”

STEM students beneﬁt from industry equipment
A businessfocused school
and sixth form
welcomed
students back
from lockdown to
beneﬁt from
industry standard
equipment.
Having closed to
students for six
months due to the Coronavirus outbreak,
BMAT STEM Academy fully reopened to all
of its Year 10, 11 and 12 students.
This September also marked the launch of

the unique school’s sixth form, with the ﬁrst
cohort settling into their year group bubble
and able to use state-of-the-art equipment
to support their learning.
Head of school Dustin Schuyler said: “The
best thing for our students is to be in school
every day. We are a small school and so are
able to utilise our building and facilities
the way they are meant to be.
“Of course, we have lots of new safety
measures in place, but our students are
extremely mature and have adjusted well.
We are pleased to see them in school and
learning with their teachers and the
specialist equipment we provide. This is

where we want them to be, in school and
able to have practical lessons.”
BMAT STEM Academy caters for students
from Year 10 upwards with a keen interest in
the science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) subjects.
Subjects such as engineering and 3D design
are offered, with expert teachers and
professional equipment used by industry
not generally seen in sixth forms or
colleges.
• Contact head of school Dustin Schuyler on
SchuylerD@bmatstem.org.uk to discuss
applying for a place at BMAT STEM
Academy.

Getting a ﬂavour of secondary school – via the internet
With restrictions meaning schools cannot
hold their usual open events and taster days,
alternative ways of showing prospective
students around have been offered.
Pupils keen to ﬁnd out more about Forest Hall
School were given the chance to attend
sample lessons in the virtual world.
Yoga, PE, science, food technology and
design technology sessions were held over
three weeks for Year 6 primary school pupils
to log in to.
Sarah Power, enrichment lead, who held the
yoga lesson, said: “We are offering these

sessions to give next year’s Year 7 students a
taster of what a regular day is like at Forest
Hall. These are all classes we offer as
enrichment clubs.
“At our traditional open evening, children
would get to see the different departments
and to ask questions.
“We would be able to have a chat and get to
know each other. The next best thing is to do
all of this online.”
The school also has a virtual open event ﬁlm
on its website www.foresthallschool.org

Extra posts created for high-quality applicants
The quality of applications for children to lead their school was so
high that extra posts have been created.
All four pupils at Roydon Primary Academy who were shortlisted
and interviewed for the head boy and head girl positions have
been recruited. Alby has been appointed as head boy, with Conrad
as his deputy, while Scarlett has been given the role of head girl,
with Kitty as her deputy.
Anna Myatt, head of school, said: “We were overwhelmed with the
number of applications for head boy and head girl. We were only
going to select two pupils, but the four we shortlisted were all
amazing.
“This is the first time we have had a head boy and a head girl at
Roydon. Student voice is more important than ever at the moment.
Now, pupils have other children they can go to to discuss anything
they want to, knowing it will be brought back to the senior
leadership team for consideration.

“For those who have been appointed, the roles will give them a
sense of responsibility.”
Pupils applied for the roles and were shortlisted based on their
applications before attending an interview.

Girls’ Christmas card designs raise money for charity
Christmas cards designed by two schoolgirls are being distributed
throughout the county to raise money for charity.
Mirela Turcan and Mackenzie Cook, Year 7 and Year 8 students at
Burnt Mill Academy both produced Christmas card designs for a
competition launched by Mind in West Essex.
Their designs were selected as the winning entries and will be
professionally printed and sold to raise funds for the charity.
Sophia Chippett, ADT teacher, said: “Burnt Mill Academy are so
happy to be supporting Mind in West Essex. With the challenging
year we have had, it is incredibly important to support mental health
charities.
“We are so pleased that two of our wonderful students won the
competition. We cannot wait to see the printed cards!”

Making sure nobody feels alone at Christmas
Children made sure nobody in their community felt alone at
Christmas.
Pupils at Magna Carta Primary Academy took part in a Christmas
card competition in association with Let’s Talk, Stansted!
The winning designs were distributed to residents along with
contact details for the organisations who can offer support to
those who need it.
Headteacher Marios Solomonides said: “Our school has always
promoted positive mental health and we are pleased to team up
with the Let’s Talk, Stansted! team to spread some joy and ensure
that everyone in the village receives a Christmas card this year.
No one should feel alone this Christmas. “
The winning designs were created by pupils Valentina, Mia, Lily,
Harriet and Freddie.

Halloween not cancelled at Roydon Primary Academy
While the pandemic continued to put the
brakes on several activities and traditions,
Halloween looked likely to be the latest
victim.
To ensure pupils in Reception got to
experience some of the festivities, they
were given their own pumpkin to carve.
Taking to the school’s outdoor learning
space, the pupils scooped out their
pumpkins and carved their own designs.
Every child in the school was also given a
chocolate gift by the school’s PTA – FORSA
– as they were not able to experience the
fun of trick or treating this year.
Head of school Anna Myatt said: “We were
adamant that Covid-19 was not going to
spoil Halloween for our children this year.
“As they were not going to get Halloween
as they would usually know it this year, we
wanted to do something special for them.
“It was an opportunity to do something
with them that they may not have
done before.
“They got real enjoyment out of carving
their pumpkins and were so proud to take
them home and show their families what
they had done at school.”

More students challenge themselves in lockdown
Students at Forest Hall School have taken on the
physical, skills and volunteering tasks set by the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
The programme pushes young people out of their
comfort zone and gives a chance to enjoy the
outdoors, build resilience and understand the
importance of teamwork.
Despite Coronavirus pandemic restrictions, the
school is giving students an opportunity to work
towards the Bronze Award.
Eight more students have signed up to the
challenge since the start of the new school year.
Sarah Power, enrichment lead, said: “We are very

proud of our students who have chosen to take on
this additional qualification while stuck in
lockdown. More than ever, they need something
different to focus on. It is very easy to get stuck in a
rut of sitting in front of the TV, computer or phone.
“It is important for them to stay fit and look after
themselves, as well as take on new skills.
“They are so driven; so enthusiastic to take it on at
such a difficult time. It’s brilliant to see the
children participating.”
Remote activities have included trampolining,
cooking, crocheting and volunteering at Daisy
May’s Farm, in Elsenham.

Remote clubs see “attendance” double
An extra-curricular initiative has
seen the number of students taking
part in remote clubs more than
double since schools returned.
A programme of before school,
lunchtime and after school clubs at
Epping St John’s Church of England
School was adapted during
lockdown.
Be Courageous…From Home
enabled children who were learning from home to take part in clubs
offering them challenges to take them away from the computer screen
and the traditional curriculum.

Tasks included drills for sports clubs, online software for coding,
practical dance classes for dance club, online theatre links for drama
and lowkey science experiments for science club.
While school has now resumed, restrictions mean clubs still cannot run
as normal as students must be off site as soon as their core lessons end.
Since the start of the new school year, hundreds of students have
signed up to take part in at least one club – with almost all of Year 7
joining in.
Sarah Viccars, senior assistant headteacher, said: “Lockdown
encouraged students to develop their talents and skills and this
programme helped them to see beyond the curriculum. It has shown
them that it is good to get outside, or to paint or to read a book. That
gift of time gave them the inspiration to develop themselves.”

Getting outside to learn life skills, improve mental
health and feel empathy for nature
Each week, pupils at Cooks Spinney Primary
Academy take part in Forest Friday to learn
outdoors, while building their independence
and conﬁdence.
Some of the activities pupils have taken part
in in the forest include –
• cooking s’mores, bread rolls, banana boats
and baked apples over their own ﬁres built
from scratch
• den building
• scavenger hunts
• tree climbing
• animal tracking activities
• low ropes course

• sensory walks, including trust walks and
communication skills walks
• nature art, including self-portraits, animal
habitat creations, animal portrait art, leaf
printing and mini beast pebbles
• forestry craft and maintenance, including
building a bug hotel, clearing invader
plants, making bird feeders and
maintaining them, maintaining a
hedgehog hide and making suet bird balls
• litter picking
• creating and maintaining a garden at the
school entrance, including planting ﬂowers
and weeding

The work is also a
way of improving
children’s physical
ﬁtness and
improving their
mood and sleep.
Jen Pearce, deputy
head, said: “Children feel at peace and at
ease in our forest; something we have used
and capitalised on during these uncertain
and stressful times since returning to school.
“The growth in conﬁdence, communication
and leadership skills has been beautiful
to see.”

Challenges bring children together as a communtiy
Students in all year groups at Epping St
John’s Church of England School are taking
part in competitions to earn house points.

favourite subject or interest.

The school’s six houses – Adams, Barker, Hurley,
Joyce, Sparks and Wright – compete in various
competitions and via their attendance to be
in with a chance of winning a prize each term.

A cup is awarded each term to the winning
house in each year, as well as an overall
house cup for the winner.

The system has been relaunched with
competitions set by each department to
ensure every student can compete in their

So far, competitions have focused on mental
health and pumpkin carving.

James Fitten, maths teacher, said: “Living
well together is one of the school’s drivers
and this helps to support that and enables
all students to get involved.”

Sporting competitions – but not as we know them
Pupils at Little Parndon Primary
Academy traditionally take part in
inter-school contests every Friday.
With Covid-19 restrictions meaning
that is not now possible, new ways of
competing have been established.
PE teacher Jeremias Odebode said:
“PE has changed this year. There is
extra cleaning of equipment after each
lesson, pupils come into school on PE
days wearing their kit and sports have
become more skilled based.
“Friday would usually be a day of
competitions, either along with other
schools in Harlow or we would hold

competitions within our fellow BMAT
schools.
“Due to the times we face,
competitions have been made
available virtually.”
Despite the restrictions, pupils are
experiencing a wide range of sporting
activities, including cup stacking,
dodgeball, archery, boccia, kurling,
indoor athletics and dodgeball.
They have taken part in virtual
cheerleading, gymnastics and indoor
athletics competitions, with their
efforts recorded and sent to be marked
by event organisers.

Investment in outdoor gyms at primary schools
BMAT’s primary schools have each had an
investment of £3,000 Sport Premium Grant in
new outdoor facilities.
The gym equipment is another way for the
schools to monitor and improve the health
and ﬁtness of young people – enabling pupils
to do pull-ups, sit-ups, bench dips and
abdominal workouts.
They each had a Daily Mile track installed
last year to encourage children to include
exercise as part of their routines.
Phil Dawes, BMAT director of PE and sport, said: “This equipment
enables classes to complete circuits together and, once the
restrictions allow us, we can host after-school ﬁtness clubs to target

children to improve certain aspects of ﬁtness.
“This type of exercise is important for all-round
general health and ﬁtness. Now is the time to
focus on getting children ﬁt and strong and to
build habits to last them throughout life.
“We are trying to ensure everyone engages in
PE. Some like team sports, but for others it will
be the gym that becomes their form of exercise
for life. This is good preparation for that.”
Other beneﬁts of using the equipment include
improving ﬁtness; building balance, co-ordination and agility;
increasing muscle and bone strength; improving motor skills and
hand-eye co-ordination; and encouraging communication and
collaboration.

After-school clubs relaunched to include online
sessions and at-home challenges
At Forest Hall School, students are getting access to extracurricular clubs remotely.
The new-look sessions have so far included yoga, cooking, art,
design and technology and PE.
Sarah Power, enrichment lead, said: “These are just our usual clubs
that we would normally be running in person if it were not for the
current restrictions. We have always held lots of clubs, at breakfast,
lunch and after-school. With everyone in lockdown, these things

have had to be cancelled, along with the clubs outside of school
that our children would normally be attending and enjoying.
“So, we are offering extra-curricular activities they can do in the
safety of their own homes with the support of their families. It is
giving something to focus on and creating that school community.
“Things like yoga and PE are great for mindfulness and our other
challenges give families something to get involved with together.
There is something for everyone.”

Additional PE lessons to change young lives
Magna Carta Primary
Academy is taking
part in the
Change4Life public
health programme to
improve children’s
physical ﬁtness, their
conﬁdence and to
help with their cooperation and
relationships.
Pupils in Year 1 to 4
are working to improve their agility, balance and co-ordination, as well
as their teamwork skills.

Phil Dawes, BMAT director of PE and sport, said: “It’s known that PE has
huge beneﬁts for children’s physical wellbeing and exercise can help to
improve children’s concentration. It can also help with their mental
wellbeing through improved self-conﬁdence and learning to compete
fairly, as well as having beneﬁts to social wellbeing as they learn how to
co-operate with others and build friendships through teamwork.
“The hope is the children get into good habits when they’re young that
they will continue for life. This applies to nutrition and hygiene, as well as
exercise and ﬁtness.
“We are lucky that, at Magna Carta, there is space for these sessions to
take place. We are also fortunate that the school has a PE apprentice
who supports all of these sessions.”
The Change4Life sessions run alongside the Daily Mile and PE lessons.

