Horizon
The Magazine for BMAT People
End of term 2017/2018

Latitude
The Magazine for BMAT Schools,
Parents and Communities
Issue 11 • Autumn 2018

At BMAT, we are
Freed to Succeed
Welcome to a glimpse of BMAT’s new identity!
Latitude is the new name for our parent
publication previously known as Fiducia.
As the parent company of schools in Essex and
London has grown, it has become necessary to
undergo a rebranding exercise. While our schools
will each remain individual and keep their
existing identities, BMAT – formerly known as the
Burnt Mill Academy Trust – has a fresh new look.
The big idea behind BMAT is that we are: “Schools,
teachers and pupils freed to succeed.” Our new set
of values are Courageous Actions, High
Expectations and Servant Leadership to reﬂect
what we believe in and how we behave.

Welcome...
I am delighted to be able to share with
you some of the many exciting events
and great achievements of our pupils
within BMAT in this copy of Latitude,
the new name for our termly news
magazine.
Here at BMAT, we believe in freedom; in
lifting the ceiling off our children. This
term’s magazine certainly reﬂects the efforts made by school
leaders, teachers and other adults in our schools to ensure our
children have as many opportunities as possible to succeed,
both inside and outside the classroom.

These examination results are not just due to the time spent in
lessons, but because of the richness of the curriculum outside
of the classroom. The trips, sporting events and performances
make a massive contribution to children’s conﬁdence, which is
translated into them becoming successful learners.
I share these experiences and stories with parents, so you can
also be inspired to enrich your children’s lives. Parents are the
most important teachers in a child’s life, so anything you can
do to reinforce what happens in school will only be a massive
bonus to the type of learner your child becomes.
Helena Mills CBE, BMAT CEO

I was delighted to receive the primary and secondary results this
summer which proved that hard work pays off in public
examinations. All four of our primary schools exceeded the
national average for the numbers of pupils achieving the
national standard in reading, writing and mathematics. This is
particularly pleasing when you take into account a large
percentage of our pupils start their education with us
signiﬁcantly behind their peers. Secondary results were pleasing,
too, with every school seeing improvements in the number of
students achieving the new grade 5, the new national standard.
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BMAT STEM Academy
welcomes ﬁrst cohort
Fifty students who join Year 10 of the new BMAT STEM
Academy this term took part in an induction day.
The school is working closely with local employer
partners to carve out a curriculum to help to ﬁll the major
skills gap in the area.
Students looking to pursue careers in the areas of
science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) have
been attracted to the school as it offers the latest
technology, high-end facilities and expertise in those
industries.
New subjects being studied at the school include GCSEs
in engineering, astronomy, statistics, computer science
and 3D design.
With securing skilled jobs for its young people the
ultimate aim, the school operates like the workplace –
with traditional school uniform replaced with office wear
and detentions swapped for HR meetings with the head
to discuss conduct.
Lisa Tooley, head of school, said: “Each half-term, students
will be given targets to meet which are bespoke to them.
They will cover attendance, progress and enrichment.
“Students will meet with the Senior Leadership Team to
review those targets and to make sure they are on track,
producing a ﬁle of evidence, just like they would be
expected to do in the workplace.”

GCSE headlines…
BurnT MiLL ACADEMy

rOyAL DOCkS ACADEMy

• Nearly 50% of students achieved grade 5 in English
and maths, with almost 70% achieving grade 4 in both

• 52% of students achieved grade 4 or above in English
and maths - the highest achievement in the history of
the school

• In English, maths and science, 51 students achieved a
grade 9
• Head of school Laura McGlashan said: “I would like to
thank all of our students, staff and parents for their
hard work and continued support. The staff at Burnt
Mill are dedicated and passionate and go above and
beyond and our students’ hard work and commitment
to their studies is testament to their success.”

EppinG ST JOHn’S SCHOOL

• Compared to last year, the number of students
achieving grade 4 or above in maths improved by 13%,
while the number of students achieving the same
grades in English language rose by 9% and 5% in
English literature
• Executive head John Blaney said: “I am delighted with
what students at Royal Docks have achieved. This
marks a significant increase on last year’s results,
indeed, the best results in the school’s history. This
is down to the hard work and commitment of the
staff here.”

• 41% of students achieved grade 5 or above in maths,
up 12% on last year

FOrEST HALL SCHOOL

• 61% of students achieved grade 4 or above in English
and maths

• 74% of students achieved grade 4 or above in English
literature or language

• Jo Daniels and Emma Ruffles, co-heads, said: “We are
really delighted to see the school has continued on its
upward trajectory with regards to student outcomes.
We are so lucky to have such dedicated students, staff
and parents/carers at Epping St John’s who really
perform and work as a family.”

• 60% of students achieved grade 4 or above in maths

Language no
barrier to success
at Royal Docks
Despite Polish Nikol Dwornik arriving in England just three
years ago unable to speak the language, she achieved a
grade 4 in both her English language and English literature
exams.
It’s thanks to Royal Docks Academy that she was not only
able to learn the language, but achieve a GCSE pass.
She said: “When I came to England three years ago, I knew no
English at all. But I was given extra lessons at the academy
and I also learnt so much just from being around the other
students.”
Nikol also gained six more GCSEs: two at grade 7, two at
grade 6, one grade 5 and another grade 4 and will study
A-level economics, maths and accountancy at Havering
College.

• Head of school Hannah Jones said: “I could burst with
pride and joy for our exceptional students and their
wonderful results. I am delighted that for the fourth
year in a row GCSE results at Forest Hall School
have improved.”

BMAT director among UK’s best
Just 100 teachers were invited to attend a reception at
Downing Street to celebrate their hard work, talent and
commitment to giving children an excellent education.
Among them was Lee Bradbury,
BMAT director of humanities.
He was nominated by Helena
Mills CBE, BMAT CEO, who said:
“Mr Bradbury is an ex Burnt Mill
Academy student who has
devoted years to raising
standards for students in his
home town. He is an inspiring
and committed teacher.”

ministers were asking questions
and listening to what we had to
say. I brought up the historic
need for a sixth form in Harlow
and the fact we need to get
budgets expanded. It was quite
helpful and good to feel I had
an opportunity to have my say.”

The evening event was hosted by
Prime Minister Theresa May and
Secretary of State for Education
Damian Hinds, who paid tribute
to the profession for raising
standards in education.

Students take
on extra
responsibility
The Student Executive
Team at Forest Hall
School was selected from
students in Year 7 to 11
who will take on responsibilities around the school.
Benedek Balogh was appointed as head boy with Amarni-Jai
Newman as head girl. The duo, along with the rest of the
Student Executive Team, have taken on roles as eco, charity
and safeguarding ambassadors and on the Student Voice
and newly formed press team.
For the ﬁrst time, the team has been formed with students
from all year groups to share the responsibility.
Ross Becko, assistant head, said: “Members of the Student
Executive Team are getting an insight into micro-managing
the school as they each take on a speciﬁc area of
responsibility. They have an opportunity to make a
difference.”

Mr Bradbury, who also met
minister for schools Nick Gibbs,
Secretary of State for Children
and Families Nadhim Zahawi
and Lord Lucs, said: “The

An eager 80 students applied for the nine positions
available.

Building work transforms Roydon
The environment at Roydon Primary Academy will soon
match the quality of education it provides.
The school is undergoing a programme of physical
transformation which is set to be completed over the summer
with the addition of two new classrooms.
Last year, a graffiti artist breathed new life into the early years
garden with a scene incorporating the four seasons and
children’s favourite, the Gruffalo, onto a once brown, ﬂaky wall.
An old pond and allotment were also restored and colourful
outdoor displays added.
The ongoing project was boosted recently with the unveiling of
an adventure trail, paid for thanks to a £5,000 fundraising
mission by FORSA (Friends of Roydon School Association).
Two temporary classrooms – in use since the 1980s – will be
demolished and two new classrooms built, as well as the

Pupils meet people who help us
Children with special
educational needs have been
inspired to achieve, thanks to
local ﬁreﬁghters.
Pupils at Freshwaters
Primary Academy paid a
visit to Harlow’s fire station
as part of their project on people who help us. They wrote
letters to the station manager requesting a visit and
produced pieces of work inspired by what they learnt, helping
to boost motor and writing skills.
During the trip, the 13 pupils from reception to Year 5 got to sit
in a ﬁre engine, try on the uniform and operate a water hose.
Humera Hamid, assistant SENCo, said: “The ﬁre crew told pupils
what they should do in the event of a ﬁre, taught them to stop,
drop and roll and showed them smoke alarms. The pupils were
so enthusiastic about going to the ﬁre station and seeing the
equipment and engine in real life.”

addition of cost-effective LED lighting and security gates
around the school.
Michael Clark, head of school, said: “This additional work will
lift everyone’s spirits and then the environment will match what
goes on in the classrooms.”

New headteacher builds future
Marios Solomonides arrived as
headteacher of Magna Carta
Primary Academy in April with a
mission to prepare his young
people for life beyond school
Previously head at fellow BMAT
school Freshwaters Primary
Academy, Mr Solomonides spent
18 months researching and
creating a bespoke curriculum
for the Trust’s Harlow schools. He
will use that experience to put
together a knowledge-rich
curriculum for the children of
Magna Carta.
On day one, Mr Solomonides
introduced three new rules – be
safe, be kind and work hard –
and the curriculum will be used

to teach children in these areas.
Of his new school, which moved
into its brand new building in
September, Mr Solomonides said:
“The children at Magna Carta are
lovely and the parents are very
interested in their learning and
are keen to get involved. That’s
exactly how we would want
things to be. I’m very excited to be
leading Magna Carta.”

Writer in top 150 out of 39,000
A young writer from Burnt Mill Academy
has been named as one of the top 150 out
of 39,000 students who entered a national
competition.
A story written by Lauren Burgess, during Year 8
last year, is one of the top regional winners in the
National Young Writers’ Awards.

whether that be their parents, a policeman or
their idol.
Lauren received a certiﬁcate, revision books for
English, maths and science and a reading book,
as well as personalised feedback from one of the
Explore Learning tutors.

Her story, called Pawns, was selected as one of
the best 150 entries.

Dee Conlon, deputy headteacher, said: “When
Lauren read her story to staff in our weekly
brieﬁng, there wasn’t a single dry eye in the room.

The competition, organised by tuition provider
Explore Learning, invited children from across
the UK to write a 500-word story about heroes –

“Not only did we get emotional because of her
heartfelt story, but also because we were
bursting with pride.”

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt author visits
Author Michael Rosen spent
the day wowing pupils –
and staff – at Cooks
Spinney Primary Academy.
The performance poet took
to the stage to tell
animated, elaborated
stories of his life,
demonstrating to children

how real life can turn into
fantasy when writing.
He said: “I hope children
take from my performance
ideas for writing. It is not as
difficult as you think; if
you’ve got a speaking voice,
just use that. It’s writing with
the voice.”

Headteacher Neil Stirrat
said: “We always teach our
children performance
poetry and Michael Rosen is
the man for that; it’s always
his YouTube clips we refer to.
If you are not referring to
Michael Rosen, I have no
idea who you would use;
there’s nobody better.”

Decoding scheme unlocks reading ability
Students joining Royal Docks
Academy are given a reading
assessment and interventions
put into place to help those of
lower ability to succeed.
The Ruth Miskin Fresh Start reading
scheme involves 33 modules
containing stories, including nonﬁction texts which pupils have the
phonic knowledge to read to ensure
success. Year 7 students read the
texts from the English curriculum
and answer literal and inferencing

Community day sees
students pay back
Teenagers gave back to their community as they picked
litter, tidied gardens and raised money for local causes.
Year 10 students at Forest Hall School took part in the
school’s annual Community Day.
They spent the whole school day carrying out selﬂess
tasks in support of the community they live in. This year’s
Community Day saw students complete seven tasks,
including cleaning parks, gardening, picking litter,
playing bingo with residents, preparing and serving
food at the day centre and running sport sessions.
Head of school Hannah Jones said: “Community Day is
about teaching our young people to respect their
community and to give something back. It helps to
develop them as active and responsible citizens.”

questions which also help to
improve spelling.
Janet Ayerman, reading scheme
co-ordinator, said: “This is a
decoding scheme which teaches
students to use phonics and to
build on the skills they need to read
and understand texts and to make
comments on them. We see a
change in students’ conﬁdence in
reading in class, as a result, as they
feel secure in their ability. They are
also more conﬁdent in
investigating texts.”

Admissions open for
brand new school
Sir Frederick Gibberd College is being opened by BMAT
to provide a solution to the shortage of 150 school places
in Harlow by 2019.
A state-of-the-art, fully
functioning temporary school
building next to Burnt Mill
Academy will welcome the
ﬁrst crop of students in
September 2019.
The two-phase opening will see
Year 7 and Year 12 become the
ﬁrst cohort, while the
Department for Education
builds the free school’s
permanent home in Tendring
Road.
Characteristics which make
BMAT schools a success – such as
extensive enrichment, Saturday
school, holiday club and a
broad curriculum focusing on

EBACC subjects – will be a part
of the new school, but
headteacher Dee Conlon is keen
to also offer something unique
to the town.
Mrs Conlon, existing deputy
head at Burnt Mill, said: “We
want our children to have an
experience and opportunities as
close as possible to those offered
at public school. There will also
be a focus on growing up to be
responsible, healthy young
adults, with lots of work around
charity and voluntary work and
PE a big part of the curriculum.”
Contact the new school on
01279 307244.

Murder on
the classroom
ﬂoor!
Shocked pupils arrived in
school to ﬁnd a murder
scene in their classroom.
Instead of panicking, Year 5
pupils at Freshwaters Primary Academy donned their overalls
and launched an investigation.
The year group has been studying Macbeth and on ﬁnding
the murder scene, began writing diary entries and newspaper
articles about events leading up to the death of King Duncan.
Working with criminal forensics expert Paige Wakelin, pupils
also lifted and compared ﬁngerprints and scoured the scene –
taped off with a body outline drawn on the ﬂoor – for
evidence.
Ian Jose, SENCo, said: “It was something completely new for
them and created some real excitement. It helped to bring
the topic of Macbeth to life, but also was an opportunity to
learn about careers, science, law and the legal process.”

New choir transforms lives
A new primary school choir transformed lives in its ﬁrst
few days of creation.
As a result of the musical opportunities being brought to the
school, Cooks Spinney Primary Academy has been inspired to
launch a choir, called Voices of the Future.
Not only was the choir ﬁlled within one day of launch, but it has
already had a dramatic impact on pupils.
After just one rehearsal, every member of the choir – made up of
17 Year 2 to 5 pupils - chose to take part in their very ﬁrst
performance in front of an audience of parents in assembly.

belonging to the school.”

Headteacher Neil Stirrat said: “We have made a brilliant start
to the choir which we hope to expand in future. It’s about
being a part of something. To be in a choir is to feel a sense of

The choir has signed up to be a part of Student Voices to
perform at the O2 and has been invited to perform at various
local events.

Parliament trip puts politics into perspective
Last year’s Year 12 students from Epping St John’s School who
were studying A-level government and politics and sociology
visited the Houses of Parliament.
They were given a tour where they saw artwork in St Stephen’s
Hall and the Royal Gallery.
The trip, sponsored by Eleanor Laing MP, also enabled the 18
students to see Downing Street and Parliament Street.
Matthew Yerosimou, subject leader for A-level politics, said: “The
trip was an amazing success. Both politics and sociology
students found the trip interesting and were engaged throughout
our tour around the building.
“It fed into both courses and made a lot of key terms we have
covered seem more real as they have now seen what we have
been referring to.
“A highlight of the trip was being allowed to enter both
chambers of Parliament - Commons and Lords - which the
students found a real privilege.”

BMAT primaries head overseas
A group of 100 pupils and 20 staff from BMAT primary schools
Cooks Spinney, Freshwaters, Little Parndon and Roydon spent
a day in Bologne sur Mer.
With a 4.30am start, the group visited the old town where they
bought croissants, had lunch on the beach and visited Nausicaa
aquarium where they saw the new shark tanks.
It was the ﬁrst time the BMAT primary schools had organised a
combined trip taking young pupils overseas.
Flora Christoﬁ, BMAT director of languages, said: “The trip
enabled children to experience language learning in an
authentic environment.”
Children were able to give communicating in France a go during
a shopping trip to a French supermarket to buy gifts.

Rap star offers music alternative
Burnt Mill Academy is among the ﬁrst in Essex to
employ a rap tutor.
With music lessons focusing
predominantly on traditional
instruments, the school was keen
to ﬁnd new ways to reach those
young people who might only
have an interest in modern
music genres.
Rap tutor Lemzi, real name Alex
Lemom, works with students to
inspire them to develop a love
of performing and to boost their
conﬁdence.

as he has extensive experience
of mental health and youth
offending work with young
people.
“Plus, he is very cool with his
own album on Spotify and runs
club nights, so he is an
inspiration to our students. He is
teaching them high level
performance skills which gives
them conﬁdence to do it.”

Healthy
living culture
introduced
With the arrival of a new
headteacher, Magna Carta
Primary Academy is seeing a
renewed push on healthy living.
It is hoped the move to a brand new building this year will
enable pupils to take part in the Daily Mile initiative to
ensure they get active each day.
The school is also looking at the food its children are eating
and educating them on healthy eating choices.
Headteacher Marios Solomonides said: “It’s all about
encouraging a lifestyle that will be beneﬁcial to our pupils
now and when they are adults. Physical health leads into
good mental health and that is something we can never take
our eye off of. It’s so important.”

Cristin Casey, BMAT
director of
performing arts, said:
“We are ﬁnding more
and more that
children want to rap.

With parking limited near the school, talks are also taking
place to set up a walking bus scheme where parents can
deliver their children to a safe drop-off point where they will
walk together to school.

“Lemzi is good at
building
relationships and
boosting conﬁdence

Lesson in crime and punishment
Year 8 students at Royal
Docks Academy acted out a
mock trial as part of their
citizenship lessons.
Students took on the roles
of defendant, defence
solicitor, prosecutor, clerk,
judge, jury and witnesses after learning about the structure of
a court and case proceedings.
Jermaine Mitchell was the clerk. He said: “My role as clerk was
to make sure the court was settled, that the jury members
were ok and to help the judge.
“I have learnt that a court is not what I expected and that there
are a lot of different roles involved which I had not realised.”
Before the mock trial, the class had been learning about
crime and punishment.
Sereena Lewis, trainee teacher, said: “I hope they now
understand more about court proceedings and what makes
credible evidence, as well as the types of questions they
needed to ask to get to the truth.”

Grease is the word!
As the ﬁlm celebrates its 40th
anniversary, young actors put on
their own version of the classic.
Epping St John’s School put on a
stage production of Grease as it
grows its love of performing. Two
years ago, just 20 students got
involved in a school production
when dance was ﬁrst added to
the curriculum. That number has
grown to 140 students who took
on roles in Grease in acting,
singing, dancing, costume, set
design, lighting and tech.
Sarah Viccars, director of
learning, creative and physical
innovations, said: “We have
revamped drama and, with a
new head of music, we are
transforming that area, too.
“The faculty is going from

strength to strength.
“We take students on a theatre
trip each month to inspire them
and to show them what the end
goal is and in July we took them
to Disneyland to take part in
workshops with the cast. Lessons
have improved, the number of
extra-curricular clubs have
doubled and we are offering
better trips.”
While the new GCSEs focus more
on theory, the school is keen to
keep its practical element going.

Boxing champ takes on GCSEs
A national boxing champion was well prepared for his
top opponent – his GCSE exams.
John-James Hedges, 16, is the
national junior Amateur Boxing
Association (ABA) champion,
having started the sport at the
age of seven.

with the exams. But, while I was
in school, my pure focus was on
school and achieving well in my
exams; I worked through my
breaks and lunchtime.

His position in Team England
means he is committed to a
daily cardio workout, plus four
visits to the gym each week with
his focus being on reaching the
2019 Youth Olympics and 2024
Paris Olympics.

“I am all about sport, sport,
sport, but I know I have to have
a plan B.”

Children
complete the
Daily Mile
The Daily Mile initiative
encourages children to
run, jog or walk for 15
minutes each day to
improve their physical, social, emotional and
mental health and wellbeing.
It is hoped Roydon Primary Academy will have a track
installed to enable children to complete the Daily Mile in all
weathers. At the moment, pupils tackle 15 to 20 laps of the
school basketball court.
Michael Clark, head of school, “The Daily Mile is an
opportunity for our children to get a period of continuous
exercise each day. They do not have to run, it is about just
getting moving and being active.

Having won all four ﬁghts at the
ABA championships, the
teenager is now ranked number
one in England.

“It has been a big success and we want to make it part of our
culture at Roydon.”

The former Year 11 student at
Forest Hall School said: “It could
be hard to balance my boxing

Disney tournament for netball girls
Students from Epping St John’s School took a trip to Paris to take part in an
international netball tournament.
The 28 students from Year 7 to 11 spent months
fundraising to kit themselves out in new netball
dresses ahead of the two-day event.

to playing local netball against teams they
know of.

The experience saw them undergo training with
England netball coaches and games supervised
by England umpires using full rules and
regulations.

“They were nervous for their ﬁrst games, but
their conﬁdence grew and their teamwork got
them through playing some really big netball
clubs used to taking part in those
competitions.”

PE teacher Sarah Montgomery said: “It was a
really good opportunity for them to experience
international competition as they are only used

Students, who stayed in apartments to give
them independence and responsibility, were
rewarded with time in Disneyland.

Golf, lacrosse and softball
on the timetable
More and more unique sports are being added to the Epping
St John’s School curriculum as it overhauls the PE department.
Sarah Viccars, director of learning, creative and physical
innovations, said it’s about promoting as many opportunities
to young people as possible. She said: “A lot of learning takes
place outside of the
classroom and we want
our students to have as
many experiences as
possible.
“We started to make the
changes in lessons and
as interest grows in individual sports, we will launch extracurricular clubs. We have already doubled the number of
sport clubs on offer.
“Not everyone wants to play football. It’s about ﬁnding a new
sport they are interested in. Lots of our students play golf at
the weekend and you can get a GCSE in it now so we should
not ignore it.”

Team GB athlete inspires
International triple jumper Daniel Lewis put pupils at Roydon
Primary Academy through their paces with a morning of circuit
training.
The Olympics 2020 hopeful, who competed at the 2014
Commonwealth Games and has secured 45 gold medals in his career,
worked with every pupil to inspire them to ﬁnd a passion for sport.
He said: “Today is about getting children more active and having
fun, as well as giving them some inspiration.”
During the visit, organised through Sports for Schools, Daniel wowed
pupils by measuring out the 16m31 distance he is able to triple jump.
Head of school Michael Clark said: “Sport is a big deal at Roydon
and this is just another
opportunity to show
our young people that
getting physically
active can be a lot of
fun. It has been a
completely inclusive
day, with Daniel
showing pupils
alternative exercises
to try where
necessary.”

