
 

21st December 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

You may be aware that the Department for Education announced, late last week, that all schools must mass test 

staff and students in secondary schools from 4th January 2021.  

I am writing to give you some advanced notification about what impact this will have on your child’s attendance in 

the first week of term. It is very likely that most pupils will not receive face to face education on school site until 

Tuesday 12th January. This is because we need to set up our testing centres in each school, organise the staffing 

to supervise the testing and understand the procedures. Once we have organised the centre and staffing we then 

need to establish a rota for all students to be tested; there then needs to be a period of time before the second test. 

Once a student has had two negative test results they will be able to attend school as normal. If the student receives 

a positive test, they must attend an NHS testing site to obtain a PCR test, and during this time the family needs to 

self-isolate according to government guidelines. 

I am sure you can understand how challenging this is to organise at such short notice, during a Christmas holiday. 

However, I hope that we will be able to call all pupils in for testing by the end of the first week and then again on 

Monday 11th January. 

Remote learning will commence for all pupils on Thursday 7th January. Pupils whose parents are key workers, and 

who have no other child care arrangements in place, will be given priority to testing and may be able to attend school 

in the first week. To help organise this it would be helpful if key worker parents could look out for and complete a 

survey which will sent separately letting us know whether they will require this service. 

I apologise about the short notice for this communication but I was only able to attend a DFE briefing about these 

arrangements on Friday afternoon. We are still waiting for further guidance from the government.   

More details about when your child will be tested, how you provide consent and key worker education will be provided 

on Monday 4th January. It is very likely that your child will be invited in for a test on Thursday 7th January. There will 

be an opportunity for parents to support their child if they are unable to administer the test themselves.  

It is important that your child is aware that they will be required to attend online lessons on the 7th January. I was 

very impressed by the attendance of pupils to their remote lessons through isolation but a few did not engage with 

the lessons. It is important that they do. It is compulsory. If your child is having access issues or you need equipment 

support, please do not hesitate to contact the school and our IT Services department. 

Any further up-dates on the return to school for pupils will be communicated to parents and carers on the 4th January. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a safe Christmas and I look forward to welcoming 

all your children back safely in January. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Ms H Mills CBE 
BMAT Chief Executive Officer 


